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WHO IS SHOTARO ISHINOMORI? 


Born in Japan in 1938, Shotaro Ishinomori is known as one of the 


most important manga artists of all time. A skilled artist ever since he was 

a child, Ishinomori was inspired early on by the works of Osamu Tezuka, 
and made his debut as a professional manga artist while still in high school. 
Later, Ishinomori went on to create such influential titles as Kikaider, Kamen 
Rider, Cyborg 009, and Himitsu Sentai Gorenger, which would launch the 
long-running Super Sentai franchise and was later adapted into the Power 
Rangers franchise. Although Ishinomori passed away in 1998, he holds 

the Guinness World Record for the “most comics published by one author.” 
While Tezuka is known as the “Godfather of Manga,” Ishinomori is often 
referred to in Japan as the “King of Manga” and remains one of the most 


influential figures in Japanese pop culture. 


TOKUSATSU AND THE HENSHIN BOOM 


Though he started his career in manga, some of Ishinomori’s most iconic 
works began as tokusatsu productions. Tokusatsu (Ft, “special filming”) 
refers to a film genre that utilized live-action performance with special 
effects built upon methods used in kabuki theatre and puppetry. This genre 
was crystalized with Godzilla (1954) which was so popular it caused what is 
known as the “Monster Boom,” the fascination with kaiju (giant monsters) 
in film. Ishinomori expanded upon the genre further with the creation of 
Kamen Rider (1971) which set off the second “Monster Boom,” also known 


as the “Henshin (transformation) Boom.” Kamen Rider was a grasshopper- 


masked, motorcycle-riding superhero who took on supervillains to save the 
day in the struggle of good versus evil. The show was a success, leading to 
more Kamen Rider TV series and several cross-series team-ups. Viewers 
wanted more, though, so Ishinomori created a tokusatsu show based around a 


team of heroes: Himitsu Sentai Gorenger! 


ENTER: GORENGER 


Unlike many of Ishinomori’s prior creations, the heroes of Himitsu Sentai 
Gorenger were regular humans. Their powers derived from the advanced 
technology of their battlesuits and helmets. Ishinomori took pains to keep 
the characters’ designs simple while conveying their individuality with 
distinct color-coded outfits and visor shapes. They stood out on the new color 


television screens of the 1970’s as all-new superheroes for the modern world. 


THE STORY OF THE MANGA 


Ishinomori was first and foremost a prolific manga creator, so when the 
Himitsu Sentai Gorenger TV series went live in 1975, Ishinomori created 
manga to run concurrently with the show. He wrote and drew two manga 
versions for two different audiences. The first part of this collection features 
the manga that was originally serialized in Weekly Shonen Sunday. It follows 
the same storyline as the TV series, although there are some differences 
between the versions. 

The second part of this volume contains the monthly serial that ran in 
Shogakukan’s Shogaku Gonensei (Sth Grader) magazine in four installments. 
These stories differ from the first half of the book in tone, focusing more 
on spy action and suspense. Together, both parts comprise the very first 
appearances of the Super Sentai franchise in manga form. 

Over the span of decades, appreciation for the Super Sentai series has 
grown into a global fanbase. However, these original stories have been 
unavailable in English until now. It is our pleasure to bring Ishinomori’s 


classic Himitsu Sentai Gorenger to the English-speaking world. 


4. 


HIMITSU SENTAI GORENGER 


(WEEKLY SHONEN SUNDAY) 


Himitsu Sentai Gorenger by 
Shotaro Ishinomori originally ran in 
Shogakukan’s Weekly Shonen Sunday 

from May 4, 1975 (Issue 18) 
through August 10, 1975 (Issue 32). 
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OR KIDNAP THE 
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RECENTLY, THE BLACK 
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BETTER 
ACT FAST! 
WE GOTTA CUT 
THE STENCH 
OFF AT THE 
SOURCE! 
AND I 
ASSUME THIS 
FRIEND OF 
YOURS CAN 
SHOW US 
HOW TO GET 


CAN'T WE 
FINISH OUR 


CURRY 
FIRST? 





YOU CAN'T 
FIGHT ON 
AN EMPTY 
STOMACH. 


We apologize for the inconvenience, 
but we are closed today for an 
employee retreat. 


Yours Sincerely, 
Curry House Gon Proprietor 
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YOU'RE 
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BUT LET'S NOT 
SAY ANYTHING 


ABOUT IT 
WHEN HE GETS 
UP HERE. 
GIVE HIM HIS 
SPACE. 







































































TRAITOR OR 
NOT, SHINME| 
JUST HAD 
TO KILL AN 
OLD FRIEND. 
I KNOW 
WE'RE ALL 
WORRIED... 


YES. 
THAT IS 


TRUE 
FRIENDSHIP! 
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WE CALL 
THAT 
"INSTANTA- 


IT'S THOSE POWERS 
THAT PEOPLE CAN 
USE IN SPURTS. 
THE MECHANISMS BUILT 
INTO OUR MASKS CAN 
DRAW THOSE POWERS 
OUT FOR EXTENDED 
PERIODS OF TIME! 
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FOR EXAMPLE, 

I'M SURE YOU'VE HEARD 
ABOUT THE WOMAN 
WHOSE HOUSE WAS ON 
FIRE, AND SHE WAS ABLE 
TO USE MUCH MORE 
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NORMALLY HAD TO CARRY 
AN ENTIRE DRESSER 
ALL BY HERSELF. 
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SOMEONE'S 
CONTROLLING 
THAT ROBOT-- 

BUT WHO?! 
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PILOTING THAT 
DINOSAUR ROBOT 
DOESN'T WANT 
THAT NEW SOURCE 
OF ENERGY TO BE 
MADE AVAILABLE!! 
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IT'LL HIT A 
RIVER JUST 
BEFORE IT 


AND WE'RE 
ING TO 
TAKE IT FROM 
BOTH THE 
GROUND AND 
THE AIR! 
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IT'S SOMEONE 
WHO DOESN'T & 
WANT ALTERNATE & 
FORMS OF 


ENERGY TO 
BE WIDELY 
AVAILABLE! 


AND THERE'S 
SOMEONE 
OUT THERE 
WHO DOESN'T 
WANT THAT?! 


I DON'T 
BELIEVE IT!! 
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Sonia = : FWEH HEH HEH! 
MY ROBOTOSAUR 

; IS TOO MUCH 

FOR YOU TO 


HANDLE!! 
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THE HUMAN 
RACE WILL HAVE 
ACCESS TO 


AX 
INFINITE ENERGY \ 


FOR AN INFINITE 
AMOUNT OF 
TIME, AND IT 

COULD BE FREE 

FOR EVERYONE! 
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AND, AS YOU CAN 
GUESS, WHEN 
JAPAN'S SOLAR 
ENERGY R&D LAB 
ANNOUNCED THEIR 
BREAKTHROUGH... 
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THAT'S WHY, 
WHEN WORD 
SPREAD ABOUT 
EARTH RUNNING 
OUT OF FOSSIL 
FUELS... 


EVERY COUNTRY 
STARTED POURING 
RESOURCES INTO 

THE USE AND 

DEVELOPMENT OF 

SOLAR ENERGY! 
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BECAUSE IF 
WE START 
USING SOLAR 
ENERGY INSTEAD, 
FOSSIL FUELS 
WILL DROP 
IN VALUE! 


THE BLACK CROSS 
ARMY'S CLIENT WHO 
HIRED THEM TO 
DESTROY THE LAB... 
I GUARANTEE YOU, 
IT WAS A COUNTRY 
THAT PRODUCES 
FOSSIL FUELS! 
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HIMITSU SENTAI GORENGER 
(SHOGAKU GONENSEID 


Himitsu Sentai Gorenger: Shogaku 
Gonensei (Sth Grader) Edition 
by Shotaro Ishinomori originally 
appeared in Shogakukan’s 
Shogaku Gonensei magazine from 


April 1975 through July 1975. 
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YOU'RE THE 
ONE WHO 
WILL BE 
DOING THE 
TALKING! 
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SKULL MASK! 
COMMANDER 
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IF YOU WANT 
HER BACK IN ONE 
PIECE, YOU WILL 

GIVE US THE 
BLUEPRINTS FOR ne 
YOUR TACHYON 
SPACESHIP! 





BE WARNED... 
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GRANDDAUGHTER’S 7 
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AND NOW 
THE BLACK 
CROSS 
ARMY IS 
AFTER HIM! 


I ASSUME 
YOU HAVE 
THE 
BLUEPRINTS 
READY... 
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I HAVE AN OLD 
FRIEND FROM 
UNIVERSITY-- 

DOCTOR OOSUGI. 
I TOLD HIM TO CALL 
ME IF HE WAS EVER 

IN TROUBLE. 
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HONOR OUR 
AGREEMENT, 
DOCTOR 
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WE BELIEVE 
IT IS ONLY 
RIGHT TO 
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TREACHERY! 
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AND YOUR 
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IN OUR 
CLUTCHES 
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WELL, WELL... 

AKARENGER 

IN THE FLESH! 
FEH HEH HEH! YOU FELL 


MY ORDERS 
RIGHT \NTO 
ARE TO KILL aT OUR TRAP! 


I CAN 
LURE YOUR 
MULTI- 
COLORED 
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HERE AND 


DESTROY 
YOU ALLI! 
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I'M SORRY, 
GUYS. 
I PUT You 
ALL IN 
DANGER! 


THIS IS WHAT 
HAPPENS 


TRY TO TAKE 
ALL THE 
GLORY FOR 
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BUT... 
THEY WERE 
GOING TO 
KILL MY 
DAUGHTER! 
I HAD NO 
CHOICE...! 


WHAT I 
DID TO YOu 
WAS WRONG. 
I LIED! 

I KNOW! 


sy 


A 
wv 
Mt 


7 1 Se 


A 
Aes 
We 


THEY SAID 
THEY WERE 
GOING TO USE 
IT TO LURE 
S YOU INTO THEIR 
TRAP. THEY 
re 


te 


Whe 


qi) 


aK 
Api? 


@ 


THIS IS MY 
MANSION, 
BUT ABOUT A 


Mery 


ea AAW 
‘ we We ie 
i‘ WG 


we 
wl” 
Wy, 


SHE ISN'T 
TELEPATHIC-- 
SHE DOESN'T 

HAVE ANY 

POWERS. 
SHE'S JUST 
AN AVERAGE, 

ORDINARY GIRL. 
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KITANO-SAN 
HEARD THE 
RUMORS OF THE 
BLACK CROSS 
ARMY, AND USED 
THEIR NAME TO 
SEND THE CHIEF 
A WARNING. 


ISN'T 
THAT 


ae RATHER, 
IT HAS A 
TAPE INSIDE 


IT THAT 
PLAYS A LIE. 


THE LOUD 
NOISE WE HEARD 


BACK AT THE 
HOUSE WAS YOU. 


YOU TURNED 
SOMETHING OVER 
WHEN YOU CAME 
BACK TO CHECK 

ON THINGS. 


THEN THE BLACK 
CROSS ARMY FOUND 
OUT...AND DECIDED 
IT WAS A GOOD 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
GET THEMSELVES 
SOME ROBOTS! 
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I...I WANTED 
ALL THE 
MONEY AND 
GLORY FOR 
MYSELF! 
I DION'T WANT 
TO BE AN 
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FOR THE REST 
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I ASKED HIM 
WHAT THE 
ATTACKERS 

WERE 
WEARING, 
REMEMBER? 
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BUT, KAIJO, 
HOW DID 
YOU KNOW 
KITANO WAS 
THE THIEF? 


GORENGER 





GORENGER 


TRANSLATION NOTES 


PAGE 11, PANEL 4 
SHORINJI KEMPO 


Shorinji Kempo is a Japanese martial art based on Chinese Shaolin 





Kung Fu. 


PAGE 15, PANEL 2 

MERRY FRIENDS (YUKAI NA NAKAMA) 
Yukai na Nakama, meaning roughly “Merry Friends,” is a movie about 
a man who, having recently been released from prison, realizes that 
life in the outside world is hard work. He decides to go back to prison 


where he never has to worry about where his next meal is coming from, 


and hijinks ensue. 


PAGE 47, PANEL 1 

GAN-HAN 
Gan-han is what Kenji calls Daita Oiwa. 
The iwa in Oiwa means “rock,” which can 
be pronounced in Japanese as iwa or gan. 
Kenji uses han instead of san, because that’s 


more common in the Kansai region where 





he is from. 


PAGE 49, PANEL 4 

ASUKA-DON 
Don is another san equivalent, used mainly in the Kagoshima dialect 
from the Kyushu Region, which is where Daita is from. He also speaks in 


the Kagoshima dialect. 


PAGE 65 
sonencer | RANGER NAMES 


SHINME! AKIRA, 
YOU HAVE The Gorenger, or Five Rangers, are named 


' THE FIVE 
EAGLES  GORENGERS! 


e after the colors they wear. Aka is red, ao 


is blue, and ki is yellow. Mido comes from 
midori, meaning green, and momo comes 
from momo-iro, which means pink. Momo 
can be short for futomomo, which means 
“thigh.” In fact, the staff of the TV show 
used Momo instead of Pink because the 


actress who played her, Lisa Komaki, had 





very aesthetically pleasing legs. 


PAGE 66, PANEL 4 

A SETTLEMENT OF DISGRACED SOLDIERS 
Specifically, the soldiers are ochiudo, which means they were defeated 
and, instead of staying to die honorably, they fled. Many of these soldiers 


settled deep in the mountains, away from most of society. 


PAGE 72, PANEL 4 

OYAJI-SAN 
Meaning roughly, “Dad,” Oyaji-san is a term used to address one’s 
own father, someone else’s father, or the proprietor of a commercial 


establishment, such as a curry house. 


EEA 3Se4 


PAGE 150-151 

NONSENSE RIDDLE NONSENSE 
In Japanese, Midorenger asks Kirenger about the relationship between 
their masks and curry (Karee) rice. The first response is they’re both 
“kamen (mask) rice.” Midorenger explains that no, curry rice is not 
kamen, which can also mean “inedible” in the Osaka dialect, which he 
speaks. Kirenger corrects himself, saying it should have been Kamen 
Ricer, which is a reference to Kamen Rider, or Masked Rider, another 
series created by Shotaro Ishinomori. Finally, Midorenger reveals the 
answer: they are both masu kuu. The Japanese pronunciation of “mask,” 
masuku, sounds very similar to masu-kuu, which in turn is close to mazu 


kuu, which roughly translates to, “Just eat it!” 


PAGE 152, PANEL 2 

THE SERIAL CORPORATE BOMBER 
This is a reference to a series of bombings against Japanese corporations 
that took place in 1975. In May of that year, key members of the East 


Asia Anti-Japan Armed Front were arrested, and the bombings stopped. 


PAGE 184, PANEL 2 


DON'T TALI 


Like THAT WEEBLE WOBBLES 


SOUND LIKE 


A 
OF WEEBLE 
WOBBLES!! 


In the original Japanese, Kirenger’s comment is 
that they can’t put out an arm or a leg—an idiom 
meaning they’re helpless. Akarenger says that 
makes them sound like daruma, a traditional doll 
modeled after the founder of Zen Buddhism who 


is said to have meditated so long that his arms 





and legs atrophied and fell off. The daruma doll is designed so as to 
wibble and wobble but never fall down, thus making it a symbol of 
overcoming trials, and also giving it the same characteristics as the 


Weeble Wobble toys which have been around since 1971. 


PAGE 269, PANEL 5 

DODGER STADIUM 
In the original Japanese, the riddle was as follows: “I asked a kid for 
directions to a baseball stadium, and he wouldn’t tell me anything. 
What's the stadium?” Because the “kid (ko)” did “not tell (oshien),” you 
put them together to get Koshien, home to the Japanese high school 
baseball championships. 


ieee PAGE 296, PANEL 9 
22) | CLAIRVOY-ANTS 


In Japanese, it is a different insect that has 


SECOND 
SIGHT! 


psychic powers. The butterfly, or choucho, 
has psychic (chou) abilities. Incidentally, the 
Ancient Greek word for butterfly is “psyche,” 


which also means “soul” or “spirit,” and is the 





word from which “psychic” is derived. 


PAGE 307, PANEL 1 

COMMON DOLPHIN 
The original riddle is “what’s smaller than a medaka (ricefish), and 
bigger than a whale?” Daita’s answer is “Sonna mono iruka?” which can 
be translated either to “Does such a thing exist?” or “Such a thing is a 


dolphin.” Hence, the answer to the riddle is “a dolphin.” 


PAGE 307, PANEL 3 
AKA-CHAN 


Aka-chan can be a reference to the red 





Gorenger, or it can mean “baby.” So when 
Kenji laughs at his joke, he deliberately 
makes it sound like a baby crying. 








PAGE 310, PANEL 4 

CLOCKWORK MASK 
Clockwork Mask strongly resembles 
Gear Mask from the Gorenger TV 
show, but the masked man in the show 
is named Haguruma Mask, and this 
character is Karakuri Mask. His name 


has been translated accordingly. 





PAGE 318, PANEL 3 
WHIP UP YOUR OWN 


A famous Japanese commercial from the 1970s featured Tetsuo Ishidate, 


spokesman for Acecook Ramen, eating the yakisoba ban-ban flavor of 
ramen as another man looked on enviously. Ishidate told the man to 
“ban-ban” yourself, meaning the man should make his own, but the man 


took “ban-ban”/“bam-bam” to mean something else. 
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